
MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENT AND 
CULTURE FORUM
Wednesday 10 July 2019

Middleton Library, Long Street, Middleton M24 1AF

MINUTES

Present
Councillor Donna Williams  Middleton Township Chair (Chair of meeting)
Councillor Patricia Dale Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Donna Martin Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Sue Smith Rochdale Borough Council

Officers
Lauren Mason                                                Township Officer, RBC and minutes
Victoria Davies  Middleton Town Centre Management Co.
Diane Lodwig              Environmental Enforcement Officer (RBC)

Also in Attendance
16 members of the public and ‘Friends of Groups’ 

Apologies
Councillor June West Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Malcolm Boriss Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Phil Burke Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Kallum Nolan Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Sara Rowbotham Rochdale Borough Council  
Councillor Carol Wardle Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Linda Robinson Rochdale Borough Council
Andrew Entwistle                                    Link4Life
3 members of the public 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
All were welcomed to the meeting by the Chair, Councillor Donna Williams, and introductions took 
place.  It was requested that mobile phones were switched off and put on to silent.  Lauren gave a 
reminder for everyone to ensure they had signed in.

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies were noted as above.

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
Two amendments to the last meeting had been received via email prior to the meeting, which both 
asked for amends to item 4 Transport Issues: 
 Councillor Boriss advised that the petition that he presented was in fact for the reinstatement of 

the route of the No. 12 bus service to include Baytree Lane, not the removal of the 415 and 58 
services.

 A resident asked that the following statement be changed from; ‘A resident advised that Bowlee 
and Heywood Old Road have no effective bus service at all between 9.30am – 4pm, as the 167 
only runs during rush hour, meaning residents living in this area have no other option than to 
drive’ and be amended to “The only bus is a circular bus from Middleton via Rhodes, Bowlee, 



Birch and back to Middleton.  This service runs circa 0930 – 1600.  Thus residents have no 
option other than driving to and from work.  This occurred when the 167 was withdrawn some 
years ago residents had asked that the 167 service was reinstated as it served from Norden, 
through Heywood, Birch, Bowlee and onto Manchester.  As this was an ideal bus service for 
commuters”.

All other items are to be covered under the agenda.

4. STREET CLEANING, CLEAN & GREEN, ENFORCEMENT
A resident advised that a Pay & Display machine has been installed on the Boars Head Car Park 
and queried if this land is Council owned and whether the Council can undertake any enforcement 
action regarding its removal.  It was agreed that this situation would be investigated and a response 
provided.
(Action: Lauren and Diane to send to colleagues in Highways and Estates)

Concerns were raised about the bins which have been left out by one of the shops on Long Street 
and residents felt that this causes an eyesore within the conservation area.  Diane Lodwig advised 
that she has previously visited the shop owner, who has no rear access and no other options to 
store the bins.  They had previously been moved to the Kohinoor car park, but the shop owners 
have been told to remove them by the landowner.  A resident advised that the owner of the 
particular shop causing issues does have access to another shop on the block which does have 
rear access, and as such requested that communication take place between the shop owners to 
ensure rear access can be provided and bins stored at the rear of the shops.  Residents also felt 
that the business owner needed to request an additional bin as there is often waste overflowing, 
which in hot weather creates issues with smells and will attract vermin.

A resident advised that the shop on Long Street (above) is causing access problems, as due to the 
space being taken up on the pavements this causes disabled access issues and people are having 
to walk in the road/separate which for those who may need support when walking is not acceptable.

A resident raised concerns regarding drivers, and in particular taxi/private hire drivers, parking up on 
Old Hall Street after buying food on Market Place, and then just throwing rubbish rather than taking 
it or disposing of the rubbish in a bin.  Diane advised that she regularly visits this area, and recently 
had a bin removed following complaints.  Following this meeting she advised that she will undertake 
another visit to the area and visit the takeaways.

A resident advised that there is dumping of waste taking place at the top of the 24 Steps and this 
situation is being made worse as it is then being blown about and getting caught in the self-seeded 
trees in the area.  The resident requested that this area be cleaned and cut back.

The friends of Mellalieu Street thanked Diane for some recent enforcement work she has 
undertaken regarding waste being dumped.

Recent planting in the town centre was raised and residents thanked the Council’s Environmental 
Management for the efforts, which have left the Town Centre looking fantastic.

5. LINK4LIFE UPDATE
Lauren advised that Andrew Entwistle had sent his apologies and she read out a written update:
 Building works – Upgrade of ventilation system on poolside will improve its ambient 

temperature.  The design means it’s always struggled to reach the right air temperature during 
winter which makes the pools feel cold.

 New furniture – Invested in new furniture front of house for customers to relax during the day 
and when attending events.

 Launched a pilot scheme for gymnastic baby stars with Beth Tweddle, Gymnastics for babies’ 
0-24months.  If the scheme is a success, Link4Life will look to expand it.



 The summer holiday programme is now available with activities for children during the school 
holidays.  A two week play scheme will be running during the last two weeks of the six week 
holidays.  Link4Life are also considering staging beach party fun sessions and dyeing the 
colour of the pool to a lagoon colour (this colour change would only last for a few hours and 
returns to the normal colour).

 The events programme is being worked on for next year with the new Head of Events and 
Entertainment.  Cinderella is this year’s pantomime starring Maureen Nolan (one of the Nolan 
Sisters).

A resident queried the advertisement of the Holiday@Home brochure, and they were advised that, 
as in previous years, enough brochures are produced for every child in Middleton delivered via 
schools.  Unfortunately, the schools don’t always deliver these to children immediately and if anyone 
is aware of any issues with delivery via a certain school these details can be passed to Lauren to 
feedback to Link4Life.

A resident advised that in addition to Maureen Nolan, they have also been informed that Shane 
Richie will be part of the pantomime this year.

A resident advised that they attend a lot of shows at Middleton Arena, and unfortunately some of 
these shows are not very well attended and queried if Link4Life still have the box office open at 
Middleton.  Councillor Donna Williams advised that Link4Life have recently employed a new Head 
of Events and Entertainment, who couldn’t attend this evening’s meeting due to being on leave, but 
will be working to increase attendance at any Link4Life events.

6. TRANSPORT ISSUES
Concerns were raised regarding a recent incident, where the 412 bus service, now run by Rosso, 
had no driver from Oldham.  Residents were asked to report any bus issues, when they happen, via 
Lauren who will send these to Councillor Burke, as he is the Council’s Transport Representative.  
Lauren advised that the report needs to happen when the incident happens as without details such 
as the specific time and date these incidents cannot be investigated by TfGM.

A discussion was held about private drivers and business drivers accessing the Town Centre via the 
no access near to Wetherspoon’s.  There is currently a lot of children in this area on bikes and 
concerns were raised that there will be an accident.  Residents queried whether there were cameras 
in this area, and they were advised that this option was looked into recently, but the cost of the 
cameras made it prohibitive.  Residents asked if enforcement could be undertaken and they were 
advised that as this is classed as a moving traffic offence only GMP could enforce, which they try to 
do on a regular basis.  Councillor Dale stated, as residents will be aware, Policing numbers have 
been cut dramatically, and unfortunately the Police don’t always have the availability to enforce this 
situation as often as residents would like.  A similar concern was raised about drivers turning down 
Wood Street near to the Aldi store and again residents were advised that GMP try to regularly 
attend and undertaken enforcement action, but it isn’t feasible for them to be there all the time.

A resident advised that they often witness private hire drivers driving in both areas, illegally, and 
previously a request was made for the Council’s Licensing Enforcement to visit the taxi/private hire 
companies to discuss this situation.  Lauren will re-open this request and provide an update direct.

A resident stated there was a recent RTA on Wood Street on 2 May 2019 and they asked if this 
incident was due to someone accessing the area via the no entry access outside Aldi.

Councillor Martin advised the Council’s Licensing Department undertake a very stringent process 
and recently liaised with Rossendale Council to help them with licensing procedures.  A resident 
commented that he had to recently made a complaint via a taxi from another area and he was very 
impressed to receive a reply from Rochdale Council’s Licensing Department within 24 hours.



Councillor Martin advised issues should be reported as they happen to the Council’s Licensing 
Enforcement (Lic.Enforcement@rochdale.gov.uk).

7. UPDATES
Middleton Town Centre Management Company
Victoria advised of the following:
 Middleton Town Centre will be judged as part of the Middleton in Bloom competition this coming 

Monday (15 July 2019).
 Rochdale Council’s Licensing Department did a fantastic job concerning a problem which was 

raised at a previous meeting regarding Uber drivers congregating at McDonald’s in the Town 
Centre. 

 The Town Centre Summer Events Programme starts on Saturday 27 July 2019 and runs for the 
next four weekends. 

 A summer event will take place in the Town Centre on Saturday 24 August 2019.
 She will meet with Diane on a regular basis to walk around and discuss issues in the Town 

Centre, and she thanked Diane for agreeing to this arrangement.
 Additional flowers are being planted in the Town Centre and she agreed with an earlier 

comment made regarding how good the Town Centre looks at the moment.
 New roofs and backs have been ordered for the market stalls.  This investment will help to 

protect the traders and their stock, especially in the winter months and it should make the 
market look more ‘uniform’ and create a better image.

 A discussion took place regarding the bee-hive which Middleton Shopping Centre has on the 
car park roof and residents felt that with bee populations currently in decline, this is an excellent 
idea. 

 A discussion took place regarding a singer that currently performs within the Town Centre.  She 
tries to work with all the users of the Town Centre to make sure there is no disruption caused to 
anyone due to performers being in the area.

Friends of Middleton View
 As discussed at the previous meeting, the Friends of Middleton View received a Township grant 

to replace the knee rail fencing around Tonge Fields.  The knee rail has now been installed by 
the Green Volunteers and again Township were thanked for the funding received which 
enabled this scheme to go ahead. 

Friends of Jubilee Park
 The Friends of Jubilee Park advised that the park has entered Middleton in Bloom as a ‘stand-

alone’ scheme, and not part of the main Middleton In Bloom competition.  They thanked Ian 
Trickett and the Environmental Management Team for their amazing work in helping to get the 
park ready for its judging day.

 Once the In Bloom judging has finished, the group plan to meet with Environmental 
Management Officers and the Township Chair and Vice Chair to undertake a walk-about in the 
Old Burial Ground next to St. Leonard’s to create a newer management plan for the area.  The 
group were advised that funding may be available via an application to Township.

 Works to the Exedra and Bandstand have now been completed and again the group thanked 
Rochdale Council for all the support in getting these projects finished. 

 Three new bins have been ordered for Jubilee Park and they will be installed over the coming 
months.  Following a discussion concerning bins, a resident requested that a new bin be 
installed next to the bus stop, outside the park, on Long Street. (Action: Lauren to send this 
request to her Environmental Management colleagues with the bin to be funded via an 
application to Township)

Friends of Wince Brook
 The Friends of Wince Brook thanked Township for the recent funding allocation of £7,100 for 

new pathways.  As part of this scheme a section of dangerous boardwalk has been removed 
and three new sections of footpath have also been installed.



 At the previous meeting the group advised that they applied to Tesco Bags of Help for a grant, 
and they were pleased to notify the meeting that they received £2,000 towards the scheme.

 The group are still working with United Utilities in the hope of receiving funding for signage. 
 The group advised that they recently took a group of 19 people to Wince Brook for a walk 

around, and following this activity they received a thank you letter. 
 The group asked that there thanks to the Green Volunteers be formally noted, as the Green 

Volunteers are currently working at Wince Brook to replace the pathways.

Green Volunteers
 The Green Volunteers usually meet on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays.
 The group have been working in Wince Brook and they have removed some of the boardwalks 

and these have been recycled and they are now in use in Alkrington Woods.
 The group are currently undertaking balsam bashing.

Friends of Alkrington Woods
 The ex-Chair of the Friends of Alkrington Woods advised that since the new Chair came into 

position the group has been totally revitalised.  The new group have created a social media 
account and they are using this to engage with more people.  A committee of around 10 people 
now meet on a regular basis. 

 A site visit recently took place with colleagues from Environmental Management to create a 
plan to reopen the McBride’s Woods entry into the Woods.  The group thanked Michael 
Buczman for his help.

 The group have been investigating the feasibility of having the old toilet block on Manchester 
Old Road demolished and the lay-by removed, as it is hoped that these two actions would 
reduce some of the ongoing ASB in the Woods. 

 The group are proposing to apply to Township for funds to help with purchasing some 
equipment such as litter pickers.  The grant application is being developed with the involvement 
of Mike Cummings for submission to Township in October 2019.

 Councillor Dale advised that as the local ward Councillor, she tried to attend the meetings 
wherever possible and felt that the area needed increased usage as once people use the 
woods more the ASB is likely to decrease. 

 Alkrington Primary School undertook a joint project with the group in the woods and it is hoped 
that this activity will continue with more visits going forward. 

 Status4All advised that they had some equipment which had been donated by residents and 
informed the other groups that they were welcome to collect any equipment required.  It was 
agreed that any groups who would like some of the spare equipment could contact Status4All 
via email at status4u@live.co.uk

Friends of Boarshaw Cemetery
 The group advised that due to the growing number of services being conducted in the Chapel, 

and the large number of people attending services, they have asked for a canopy next to the 
building so people standing outside, unable to enter the Chapel, aren’t open to the elements.  
The group were informed that this request is being looked into by Graeme Douglas.  A resident 
suggested that Hopwood Hall College be contacted to see if they could help via the students.

 Previously a request was made via this meeting for speakers to be installed and it has now 
been completed.  People unable to enter the Chapel when there is a large attendance are now 
able to hear the service.

 A discussion took place about the different types of crematorium and how these are used.
 The group advised that the DfE have recently confirmed that the new secondary school has 

been given the go ahead.  Rochdale Online have reported that the area that will be used within 
Bowlee is the horse fields not the park area.

Friends of Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve
 No representative present to provide an update.

mailto:status4u@live.co.uk


Absolute Angling
 The group have been at Rhodes Lodges for around 25 years and when they first got involved 

the area couldn’t be ‘bailiffed’ due to ongoing ASB.  Crime at Rhodes Lodges is now low in 
comparison to what it was some years ago. 

 It is proposed to build new pegs and pathways at the bog pond/perch pond, which is the area 
attracting ASB.

 The group wish to start a new project to engage young people in fishing, and they would like to 
use the old toilet block and turn it in to offices for the project’s base to allow teaching.  It is 
proposed to level the area at the rear of the toilet block and construct a new pathway. 

 The group hope that with ongoing investment in the Woods they can turn Rhodes Lodges in to 
a major fishing attraction within the North West.

 It was agreed that Lauren would sent a request to the Council’s Estates Section for discussion 
with the group.

 Councillor Smith offered the group support with applying for funds such as Reaching 
Communities Grants.

Friends of Bowlee Community Park
 A grant from the Township for the boulder cleaning was awarded and this scheme will 

commence soon.
 The group advised that they are considering submitting another Township grant application for 

spring bulbs and they were informed of the application deadline by Lauren.

Friends of Mellalieu Street
 The drains have still been causing some issues, so again it was agreed that Lauren would ask 

Highways for a timescale when the drains were expected to be cleared. 

Status4All
 The group advised that people access the allotments daily, and the group are continuing to 

work on disabled access to the allotments.  The allotments and the community gardens also 
now have power.

 Four more people have recently joined the allotments.
 Around 40 people will be visiting the Community Garden tomorrow to undertake work to 

improve the area and they are all young people who have shown an interest in getting involved.  
 A discussion took place regarding getting young people involved in groups.  

Middleton Cricket Club
 No representative present to provide an update.

Limefields
 Councillor Martin advised that the skateboard park is in use every day with local young people 

visiting the park. 
 The fixed play is very well used by young children. 
 The football group that use the fields now have around 100 children accessing the club daily at 

the fields. 
 Councillor Martin advised that she has arranged a meeting, to support the park and the football 

club, with Councillor Williams this week.

Bowlee Community Association 
 The group have received a start-up grant and a 3 year lease on Bowlee Pavilion, which they are 

developing as a Community Café. 
 The group are working with partners such as Living Well to create support groups such as 

knitting and community crafts market, with the eventual aim of becoming self-sustainable 
through sale of goods created.  It was suggested that the group link in with Middleton Town 
Centre Management to access Middleton markets.

 Work is ongoing with local schools to create links.



 The group advised that they hope to be open and running in mid-August 2019.

Historic Cheapside 
 The group are newly set-up and they are now constituted.
 Hanging baskets have been installed by the group along Market Place and Lodge Street.
 An unveiling event has been organised at 2pm on Sunday 14 July 2019 at the corner of 

Bardsley Street and all were invited to attend. 
 Some of their members have recently purchased Lodge Mill and they hope to create a 

community shop on site, and they were interested in linking up with any groups who create 
community crafts, etc.  A discussion took place regarding the Mill. 

 The group queried when the paving would be replaced on New Lane, and it was agreed that 
Lauren would ask Highways for an update. 

 The group are working alongside Cardinal Langley School Eco Team.

Middleton Civic Association
 No update. 

Middleton in Bloom
 No representative present to give an update. 

Middleton Brass Band
 No representative present to provide an update.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (NOT ALREADY DISCUSSED ON THE AGENDA)
 Following a request at the last meeting where some groups asked to share their email 

addresses and contact information, Lauren advised that a sheet has been put on the table and 
those who wish to share contact details can do so via this sheet. Groups who have completed 
this sheet will receive a copy via email. 

 St. Anne’s Academy has recently changed their lettings policy due to an increase in demand.  A 
lettings company has been engaged and St Anne’s Academy can offer bookings up to 10pm. 

 An open meeting to discuss the GMSF was requested.  This request will be passed to 
Rochdale Council’s Planning Department.

 Lauren advised she has been working with colleagues in Environmental Management and the 
Friends of Group concerning the proposal to install another flag pole in Jubilee Park.  This 
proposal would tie in with how Middleton Library would have looked initially as there was a flag 
pole originally located to the left of the building near to where the cycle rack stands currently.  
All those present in the meeting were supportive of this suggestion. 

 A resident requested that signage be installed at the lower end of Wood Street to advise drivers 
that there may be older people present as seen in other areas due to the neighbouring 
sheltered accommodation.  Lauren will pass this request to colleagues in Highways.

 A resident raised concerns about road markings and the speed humps near Mount Road.  It 
was agreed that the information would be passed to Councillor Martin who will ask Highways 
Officers to check the height of the humps and road markings. 

 Works to St Leonard’s Street are currently on the Highways list and the budget has already 
been allocated to this scheme, but there is presently a backlog and it will be carried out in due 
course.

 A Friends of group member advised that he wishes to formally thank all the other groups for 
their ongoing work, but felt that it is very unfair when other groups don’t respect the boundaries 
of each other and interfere unnecessarily at certain times of the year. It was agreed by all 
groups they needed to show courtesy to other groups, and their boundaries, which if they do 
cross then they should treat each other’s groups with courtesy and ensure a dialogue so 
everyone is aware of what is happening.  Following a discussion about this situation and other 
groups advising that they were in agreement, the Township Chair agreed to write to the relevant 
officers about this matter and ask that reminders be sent out to all groups regarding their 
conduct.



9. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
4 September 2019
27 November 2019
19 February 2020


